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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

For some �me now we have been 
extremely burdened for the church 
and na�on of which we are a part. 
Our na�on has been in steep moral 
and spiritual decline for many years, 
and has been under a measure of 
judgement as God has handed it 
over to its own rebellious desires. 
We see from Scripture1 that God lets 
people and na�ons reap the 
consequences of their rebellion so 
that they may learn and come back 
to Him, and He mercifully gives 
prophe�c warnings first2 so that His 
judgements may be averted. Such 
prophecies have been given to our 
na�on before3, but we have felt the 
Lord drawing our a�en�on to them 
again recently. As we and others 
have listened, we believe God has 
given a weighty, pressing burden and 
highlighted relevant situa�ons and 
Scriptures; our convic�on is that He 
wants us to trumpet these publicly, 
and this is why we write. We have 
included various Bible references as 
footnotes, and ask you to consider 
them prayerfully alongside this 
le�er.

Amongst other recent situa�ons, the 
devasta�ng surprise a�ack on Israel 
on 7th October 2023 was a sober 
reminder that the Lord some�mes 
allows a sharp, severe punishment to 
fall upon His people and upon 
na�ons so that they might wake up 
and repent.4 We are so grateful to 
live in an age of grace as believers, 
yet God has not changed in His 
dealings with na�ons5, and our 
na�on’s sins are now comparable to 
those of others in Scripture before 
they were judged. We are asleep, 
have been sleeping a long �me, and 
desperately need to wake up or be 
woken up. A people that keep 
ignoring warnings and do not turn 
back to righteousness need divine 

correc�on6, and this is true of the 
church7 as well as the na�on 
generally. Can we s�ll ask God to 
hold back judgement from us, or has 
He given us over to an imminent and 
poten�ally catastrophic na�onal 
crisis?8 We believe that He has – that 
we have passed the point of His 
sparing us from further judgement9, 
and the focus of our prayers and 
a�en�on must now be repentance 
and prepara�on rather than a 
poten�ally false expecta�on of 
imminent revival and deliverance.10

The need for repentance
There are always things we need to 
repent of as individuals and as 
Christ’s corporate body, listening to 
the Holy Spirit as He seeks to make 
us a bride worthy of our coming 
Bridegroom.11 We also recognise 
that the Lord will have different 
issues to point out in each church 
and individual believer. But as we’ve 
listened to the Lord and to brothers 
and sisters up and down the country, 
there are three overarching areas we 
believe God would have us consider 
in confession and repentance before 
Him and to one another:

ISRAEL
The church is not blameless when it 
comes to an�-Semi�sm. We have all 
seen the ugly a�tudes recently 
shown towards God’s covenant 
people12 the Jews; the not-so-subtle 
hatred on our streets is a stain on 
our na�on, and we should 
remember that those who curse 
Israel will be cursed.13 The church 
has not replaced the Jews but has 
rather been gra�ed14 into the 
covenant God s�ll keeps with them, 
and some prophecies about the Jews 
and the land of Israel have yet to be 
fulfilled.15 Yet too o�en we teach the 
contrary, ignore them altogether, or 
downplay their significance. We 
must love them through spiritual, 

Scriptural eyes, and pray and speak 
up for them.

THE SANCTITY OF LIFE
Over ten million precious and 
defenceless babies have been killed 
in the womb since 196716, and we as 
believers (both individually and 
corporately) have o�en been deaf to 
their suffering and blind to how God 
sees them. Each one was divinely 
planned before the beginning of the 
world and overseen by God during 
his/her development17; children are 
a blessing from the Lord and 
precious in His sight18, but we have 
o�en rejected God’s inten�ons and 
the value of human life in favour of 
our own convenience. How we think 
and speak about abor�on – and 
about related ma�ers such as family 
planning19, IVF20, assisted suicide and 
the care of the elderly21 – is of great 
importance to the Lord.

RELATIONSHIPS AND SEX
Across our communi�es we are 
seeing increasing break-ups of 
rela�onships and families, as cultural 

a�tudes about marriage, paren�ng, 
sex and gender tear apart the 
millennia-old fabric we previously 
took for granted and relied upon. 
God’s perfect plan for marriage (as a 
lifelong22 and complementary23

rela�onship between one man and 
one woman) has been cast aside, as 
have His clear prohibi�ons of pre-
marital sex24 and homosexual 
unions25, and His perfect plan for our 
gender.26 Rather than stand as a 
lighthouse of refuge amidst the 
stormy waves, too o�en we have 
capitulated to the world out of fear 
or even approval. We may at �mes 
have been harsh and hypocri�cal 
rather than loving and gently 
steering those who were in pain; we 
have certainly hidden God’s �meless 
truth and glorious saving gospel 
inside our cloaks by not warning 
people in wrong rela�onships, and 
we have o�en turned a blind eye to 
over one hundred thousand children 
in need of safe, loving homes that 
the church should have fostered or 
adopted. How does God see it all – 
and us?

INTERCESSORS FOR BRITAIN

We have wri�en the le�er below as leaders of 
Intercessors For Britain, in consulta�on with others, 
as a warning and exhorta�on to the body of Christ. 
We ask you to weigh it prayerfully, and to consider 
anyone that you might pass it on to. The le�er can 
also be read and shared online at the following link: 

www.intercessorsforbritain.co.uk/i�-open-le�er
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This may seem a very strong thing to say 
in connec�on with the Church of 
England – but there is a biblical 
precedent for God judging His people 
(or those who claim to be His people), 
even when they’re trus�ng in their 
rela�onship with Him. God twice 
destroyed the temple where He was 
worshipped and where His Name dwelt, 
shocking those who thought they were 
safe because of their outward religion 
and their devo�on to their place of 
worship. He also said in Malachi 1:10 
that He wished someone would shut the 
doors of His temple, preferring this to 
being insulted by the tainted offerings 
that were being made to Him there.

There’s a popular view within parts of 
the church which says that God doesn’t 
judge today as He did in the Old 
Testament now we’re in an age of grace. 
Some things certainly have changed 
since the Old Testament period, but our 
God hasn’t, and judgement features 
enough in the New Testament to make 
clear that we should s�ll take it seriously 
– from Jesus’s own teachings, to the 
death of Ananias and Sapphira, to the 
warnings in the epistles, through to 
Revela�on, where the Lord warns of 
judgement not just on the wicked world, 
but on apparently healthy churches 
amongst the seven churches of Asia.

Earlier this year, a�er the ini�al vote to 
approve same-sex blessings, two 
prominent Anglicans outside the Church 
of England spoke of their fear that the 
Lord was going to remove its lampstand 
as a result. That was a very real 
possibility for the church of Ephesus in 
Revela�on 2:5, despite its impressive list 
of good quali�es; how much more of a 
possibility could it be for a church 
denomina�on which has voted to cast 
His law behind their backs? And would 
any true believer want to remain in a 
church whose lampstand was in danger 
of being removed, when it’s clear that 
the church and its leadership is 
determined not to heed the Lord’s call 
to repent?

Our increasing convic�on within IFB, 
and the convic�on of other prayer 
leaders we are connected with, is that 
we have now passed the point of God 
withholding His judgement on His 
rebellious house, just as He reached 
that point with the Israelites when He 
told Jeremiah on three occasions not to 
pray for their welfare any more. The 
Lord is always willing to show mercy to 
individuals, but we believe the Lord has 
given over the denomina�on as a whole 
to its desires, and is going to judge her 
further. We can’t be sure what this may 
look like or when it may occur, but we 
are convinced that this is not a �me to 
linger in Sodom as Lot did, but to escape 
and bring others with us to safety.

What about the cost?
I wouldn’t wish to minimise the very 
real cost that there will be for those who 

come out from a denomina�on or 
church which they have grown up in, 
poured themselves into, or come to 
depend on. It can be easy to speak as an 
outsider who won’t pay such a cost, and 
only those on the inside will be fully 
aware of what it may mean for them. 
The list of poten�al nega�ve 
consequences for leaving is long: the 
loss of church buildings and finance; the 
loss of a minister’s salary, house and 
posi�on; the loss of a church’s online 
presence and its posi�on in the 
community; the poten�al for ridicule, 
arguments and acrimony; the poten�al 
lack of fellowship elsewhere; and 
concerns for a flock being divided and 
sheep being le� behind.

However, while these concerns are right 
to be considered, if the Lord ever calls us 
to do something, no cost can be too 
great for us to pay in the light of His 
selfless sacrifice for us at Calvary. 
Concerns for earthly situa�ons (as we 
see them with our fleshly eyes) can 
hinder us from hearing and obeying the 
Lord’s call – but if we faithfully follow His 
perfect and some�mes counter-
intui�ve plan for our lives, we can be 
sure He will take care of all our concerns 
as we cast them upon Him in prayer.

In 2 Chronicles 25, a key event is 
described in the life of King Amaziah. He 
assembles Judah to go out to war, and 
he also hires thousands of warriors from 
the northern kingdom of Israel for one 
hundred talents of silver. But in verse 7, 
a man of God comes to him and says: “O 
king, do not let the army of Israel go 
with you, for the LORD is not with Israel 
nor with any of the sons of Ephraim. But 
if you do go, do it, be strong for the 
ba�le; yet God will bring you down 
before the enemy, for God has power to 
help and to bring down.” King Amaziah 
then protests about the cost, poin�ng 
out that he had paid lots of money to 
hire the extra soldiers, but the prophet 
simply responds: “The LORD has much 
more to give you than this.” Thankfully, 
the king takes this to heart, accepts the 
cost, dismisses the soldiers he had 
hired, and goes on to win a mighty 
victory without them.

We can note two things from this 
passage. Firstly, God said that no ma�er 
how righteous Judah was, He wouldn’t 
be with them if they were partners with 
the wicked kingdom of Israel – they had 
to be separate and not touch what was 
unclean, so that He would accept and 
help them. But secondly, the Lord is able 
to repay us richly when we make 
sacrifices for Him, as 2 Corinthians 9:7-9 
also makes clear. Right now, you may be 
understandably coun�ng the cost – you 
may be asking like King Amaziah: “What 
shall we do for the buildings? What shall 
we do for the finance? What shall we do 
for the gospel opportuni�es we have?” 
But I’m sure God would say to you in this 
moment: “I have much more to give you 
than this” – possibly in material things, 
but certainly in spiritual blessings for 
your obedience and sacrifice. Whatever 
your head or heart may be saying, if the 
Lord is calling you to a costly path, that 
cost must be paid - and the ques�on 

one must ask in such a situa�on should 
never be “What is the least costly 
op�on?”, but “What is the most holy 
op�on, that will please God most?” 

We could also consider the painful and 
costly separa�on which the Israelite 
remnant had to walk through when they 
returned from Babylon. In Ezra 10, in 
response to Ezra’s mourning before the 
Lord over their mixed marriages, his 
repentant countrymen acknowledged 
their sin and resolved to take dras�c 
ac�on in order to be clean again in the 
Lord’s sight. These men didn’t say they 
would just have a par�al separa�on 
from their loved ones – they didn’t say 
they would spend less �me with them, 
or live in a separate part of the house 
from them – they commi�ed to sending 
their precious wives and children away 
permanently. I can’t begin to imagine 
how painful that cost must have been 
for them to pay, but they were willing by 
God’s grace to pay it, and that must have 
been such a fragrant aroma to the Lord 
as a sacrifice for Him.

(We might also note in passing that 
while these men were willing to pay the 
cost, they recognised it would require 
co-ordina�on and leadership – they told 
Ezra it was his responsibility to direct, 
but that they would be with him – and 
how we need leaders at this �me who 
will lead the way, as an inspira�on to 
others who are afraid to walk out into 
the unknown.)

What about the flock?
Having spoken generally about the cost 
of leaving, I would like to finish by 
addressing one par�cular cost which 
deserves special a�en�on. Some within 
the Church of England have a serious 
and understandable concern about 
what could happen to some of the 
sheep if the righteous shepherds 
depart, poten�ally taking half of the 
flock with them while leaving others 
behind. Should such a concern override 
any discomfort over remaining within 
the Church of England at this �me?

As church leaders, we certainly do have 
a responsibility to watch over our flocks. 
We are called as under-shepherds to 
love and tend those under our care, 
seeking to emulate our great Shepherd 
who laid down His life for the sheep. 
However, leaving a denomina�on and 
caring for one’s flock aren’t necessarily 
mutually exclusive – indeed, part of a 
shepherd’s role (as seen in Psalm 23) is 
to lead the flock to suitable pastures, 
while protec�ng them from a�ack – and 
if a flock needs to relocate to be�er and 
safer ground, the shepherd’s most 
caring ac�on would be to lead it there, 
and to trust God with the rest.

Addi�onally, at the risk of being 
misunderstood or misquoted, I would 
suggest the Bible teaches that our 
highest loyalty isn’t to our sheep, and 
our highest priority isn’t the gospel. 
These are absolutely fundamental 
priori�es for us of course, but our first 
and ul�mate priority must always be to 
love, serve and glorify our precious and 
holy Lord. When asked what the 
greatest commandment was, Jesus said 
it was to love God with all one’s heart, 
then added that the second 
commandment was to love one’s 
neighbour. In His pa�ern prayer, Jesus 
put “Hallowed be Thy Name” as the very 
first request, followed by others. 

In this and every other situa�on we 
face, we must ask first and foremost: 
“How is God’s Name and glory being 
affected, and what path will bring the 
greatest honour to His Name?” With 
God’s word being cast aside and His 
Name being associated with a false 
gospel, how must the Lord feel, and 
what ac�on on our part will best 
address this if the church at large won’t 
repent? May God give us all the zeal of 
Phinehas in Numbers 25, so that our 
love for the Lord and the honour of His 
Name will eclipse everything else, and 
will give us the courage to take 
whatever costly ac�on is necessary to 
tell a watching world what it really 
means to serve our righteous and holy 
God.

Ashley Thompson, 27 November 2023
Read/share online - www.bit.ly/i�-cofe-2

In our conference over the New Year period, we felt led to devote the 
majority of our prayer sessions to interceding for the church. This reflects 
our increasing feeling that, while there are many other issues worthy of 
prayer at this �me, the biggest need of the hour is for the church to get 
right with the Lord and become more of the bride He desires her to be. 

The prayer �mes inevitably required our own confession and repentance 
over areas we had fallen short personally, and our pleas for the Lord to 
give us and and other believers a new love for Him, respect for His word, 
and desire for His Spirit. We also prayed about the rise of Islam in our 
na�on, and two current consulta�ons (on transgender school guidance 
and age verifica�on for pornographic websites).

The conference talks focused on how the Lord cares for His Name versus 
how we care for it, and on how we should be inspired and challenged by 
the book of Hebrews for the days to come. You can hear the talks on our 
YouTube channel (www.bit.ly/i�-videos), and find out about upcoming 
prayer gatherings on our website (www.intercessorsforbritain.co.uk).
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“…no cost can be too great for 
us to pay in the light of His 
selfless sacrifice for us…”

“I’m sure God would say to you 
in this moment: ‘I have much 
more to give you than this.’ ”


