SUGGESTED LETTER TO THE UK PRIME MINISTER REGARDING THE CURRENT GENOCIDE AGAINST CHRISTIANS IN IRAQ AND SYRIA – By Wilfred Wong 

Copy Word for Word or Use As A Guide but please try not to change the substance of the Actions that this letter calls for. 

The Prime Minister 

The Rt. Hon. David Cameron MP 

10 Downing Street 

London SW1A 2AA 

Dear Prime Minister, 
 

I am deeply concerned about the terrible systematic atrocities and Genocide that are currently being inflicted on Christians in Iraq and Syria. 
 

Such atrocities have included extrajudicial executions, beheadings, crucifixions, kidnappings, forced conversions to Islam, strong and relentless pressure to convert to Islam and the destruction of numerous churches and homes belonging to Christians.  
 

I am also very disturbed that the British Government has so far done so little to help and protect the Christian communities in Iraq and Syria. For example, your Government has helped to arm and train Kurdish militias to defend their people and fight against the so-called Islamic State in Iraq and Syria ( ISIS ) but refuses to do the same for Christian militias in Iraq and Syria who are struggling to protect their communities from Genocide and extinction and like the Kurds are also engaged in battle against ISIS. 
 

The Christian communities in both Iraq and Syria also need a lot of humanitarian assistance from the UK as more than half of these communities have been forcibly displaced from their homes. 
 

Such humanitarian aid should be sent directly to the needy Christian communities in Iraq and Syria and not through Non-Christian communities that are highly unlikely to pass this aid on to the Christians. 
  

The international legal definition of Genocide is found in the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. 

 

The legal definition of Genocide is given in Article 2 of the Convention, which reads: 

 

"In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: 
 

a) Killing members of the group; 
b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 
c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; 
d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 
e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group."  
 

There are some points to note regarding the legal definition of genocide. First, genocide need NOT be an attempt to destroy an ENTIRE religious group. Just attempting to destroy PART of a particular religious group suffices. 

 

What is being done by ISIS and other Islamic extremists to Christians in Iraq and Syria at minimum falls well within the scenarios given in the Article 2 Genocide definition of a) Killing members of the group; b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group and c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part. 

 

Only ONE of the five acts described in Article 2's definition need apply to the situation in question in order for it to be considered Genocide but in the case of the Christians in Iraq and Syria at least three of the scenarios apply. 

There is also no requirement in international law of a minimum number of fatalities for a situation to be defined as Genocide. 

And the atrocities by ISIS and other Muslim extremists in Iraq and Syria against Christians are repeated, deliberate and systematic, intended to destroy the Christian communities in those countries.  
  

What ISIS and other Islamic extremists are doing to Christians in Iraq and Syria clearly constitutes Genocide as defined under international law. 

 

Article 3 of the Convention on Genocide states-

 

"The following acts shall be punishable:

 

a) Genocide;

b) Conspiracy to commit genocide; 

c) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide;

d) Attempt to commit genocide; 

e) Complicity in genocide." 

 

Under international law, Genocide is a very serious crime requiring an urgent global response.  

 

Under Article 1 of the 1948 Genocide Convention, all State parties to the Convention "confirm that genocide, whether committed in time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law which they undertake to prevent and to punish." 

 

As State Parties to the 1948 Genocide Convention the United Kingdom, United States and all other nations which have ratified this Convention have a clear legal duty to intervene to stop the systematic and ongoing attempts by ISIS and other Islamic extremists to destroy the Christian communities in Iraq and Syria. 

 

I therefore urge the UK Government to take such action to stop the Genocide against Iraq's and Syria's Christians, as a matter of great urgency, and to include in such measures the sending of UK ground troops to fight against ISIS both in Iraq and Syria. 

 

Unlike Al Qaeda, ISIS functions as an established and well-equipped army that is able to invade, capture and hold territory, as we have already seen. It is thus not practical or realistic for the UK Government to expect Kurdish and Shiite militias which are largely inexperienced, poorly equipped and poorly trained, to be able to take on and defeat an established and well equipped army like ISIS on their own, even with Western air strikes supporting them.  

 

The fight against ISIS is far too important for the West's security and the security of the people of the Middle East simply to be left to largely inexperienced Kurdish and Shiite militias to do the bulk of the ground fighting. 

 

Western "boots on the ground" are also badly needed if success in liberating the areas occupied by ISIS and success in stopping the ongoing Genocide against Iraq’s and Syria's Christians are to be ensured. 

 

And stopping the Genocide against Iraq’s and Syria's Christians is an international legal obligation which the UK Government must fulfil since the UK is a State Party to the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.   

 

The UK Government should also be robustly supporting the militias which the Christian communities in Iraq and Syria have set up to defend themselves from the atrocities which have long been inflicted on them by the Islamic extremists. 

 

Such Christian militias include the Nineveh Plain Protection Unit in Iraq and the Syriac Military Council in Syria. 

 

Instead of discriminating against the Christian militias in Iraq and Syria the UK Government should be providing them with weapons, ammunition, whatever other resources they need and also training, and I urge that your Government takes such action as a matter of urgency. 

 

Unfortunately so far your Government has been simply ignoring these Christian self- defence groups while providing arms and training to the Kurdish militias. 

 

Why does the UK Government think it is appropriate to help equip and train the Kurdish militias while at the same time refusing to do the same for the Christian self- defence groups in Iraq and Syria? 

 

And why is the UK Government failing to take comprehensive, urgent and effective action to end the Genocide against Iraq’s and Syria's Christians? Isn't this extensive failure to support Iraq’s and Syria's Christians a case of gross Anti-Christian Discrimination by the UK Government? 

 

Thank you for your attention, I look forward to your reply. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

CC (Name of your constituency MP. Please send a copy of your letter to the Prime Minister, to your MP.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

